
 
 
Navigating the pathway to a career in opera is a daunting quest, most 
especially for talented singers who emerge from challenging socio-
economic circumstances. When you find someone with whom you can 
entrust your fears, hopes, and aspirations, it is like finding a treasure. You 
feel valued and empowered in pursuing your dream. 
 
George Stevens was a treasured presence in the lives of many young 
students at the University of Cape Town (UCT) Opera School. The role he 
played in their journey as teacher, coach, mentor, and father figure, was 
invaluable, and this is why his untimely passing has been such a tragic loss. 
George’s own distinguished career as an opera star meant that he could 
draw on his own real life experiences to pave the way for so many others to international stardom. 
 
This is the legacy we want to continue through the George Stevens Opera Scholarship. Given your 
shared passion for opera and your affinity with George as a well-loved opera icon, we would like you 
to create more opportunities for aspiring opera stars who might otherwise not be able to access 
professional training. 
 
George worked in the vocal division of UCT Opera School since 2014 and assumed the role of acting 
director from October 2016. During this time he helped garner support for the Opera School 
Campaign. The fundraising goal of the campaign is to raise R20 million to enable students to receive 
comprehensive bursaries and for the Opera School to be able to provide the intensive resources 
necessary for nurturing operatic skill. Through much of George’s influence and support we have thus 
far secured R17 million.  
 
The strength of our campaign lies in the support of friends like yourself who value the need to nurture 
aspiring youth as they pursue their dreams of becoming internationally recognised singers. Our Opera 
School is the only such facility on the continent that provides comprehensive undergraduate and 
postgraduate programmes, accompanied with individual voice coaching and the opportunity of 
performing to live audiences with full orchestras. George was among the illustrious group of 
internationally acclaimed artists and academics who crafted the comprehensive programme of theory 
and practice from which many of our students have graduated, and are now taking their rightful place 
among the world’s best. 
 
The outpouring of emotion from students and staff at George’s memorial service on campus was a 
sad but moving reflection of the extent to which he touched people’s lives. This often went beyond 
the ordinary expectations of a teacher or colleague relationship. George was a close confidant who 
inspired  individuals to soar beyond what they only saw as the present and imagine a future of limitless 
opportunities. He not only nurtured their dreams, but helped them to realize their full potential. 
 

The George Stevens Opera Scholarship 



You have an opportunity to preserve and also to build on what George has left behind. Through 
donating to the George Stevens Opera Scholarship you will continue his legacy of transforming this 
timeless art form by bringing into the world of opera more youthful and diverse voices.  
 
Your contribution to the George Stevens Opera Scholarship will ensure that more of our aspiring young 
stars have access to world-class operatic training every year in perpetuity. This will also help to close 
the funding shortfall of R3 million in our endowment and enable an ongoing financial resource for the 
School.  
 
Every contribution will help make a significant difference in preserving the legacy of George Stevens 
through the students who will benefit from the scholarship each year. You may wish to be part of this 
initiative as an individual, a family, or even a group of friends who have been inspired by George’s 
example of selfless commitment and unbridled generosity to growing our next generation of Opera 
stars. 
 
 
George Stevens Opera Scholarship Donations (please reference Abbreviated donor name + GSOS) 
 
For tax deductible giving 
 
Donations from South Africa: 
 
BANK NAME:  Standard Bank of South Africa Limited 
ACCOUNT NAME: UCT Donations Account 
BRANCH NAME:  Rondebosch 
BRANCH CODE:  025009 
BRANCH ADDRESS: Belmont Road 
   Rondebosch 7700 
   Cape Town 
   South Africa 
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 071522387 
TYPE OF ACCOUNT: Current 
SWIFT ADDRESS: SBZAZAJJ 
REFERENCE:  Abbreviated donor name + GSOS 
 
OR 
 
Use our online giving facility by clicking here 
 
Donations from Germany click here 
 
OR 
 
Donations from the United Kingdom click here   
or contact Angela Edwards at uct-trust@tecres.net to donate through the UCT Trust in the UK: 
 
BANK NAME:  NatWest Bank 
BRANCH ADDRESS: 9 High Street, Cobham, Surrey KT11 2DJ 
SORT CODE:  60-06-03 
ACCOUNT NO.:  34368280 

https://devman.uct.ac.za/kidznet/web/uct3/donation.html?proj=George+Stevens+Opera+Scholarship
https://web.maecenata.eu/spenden?fb_item_id_fix=7970
http://ucttrust.org.uk/donate/
mailto:uct-trust@tecres.net

